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A POEM OF C OMMON PRAYER (PAPERBAC K) 

Rog ue Scholars Press, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Foreword I must
have already been fiAeen or sixteen by the time I was first confronted by J. D. Saling er s story Franny, whose setting  is over lunch with a
boyfriend, Lane, prior to his presumably Ivy Leag ue mater s football g ame ag ainst Yale. When she returns to their table aAer recovering  from
an episode of dizziness and nausea, he questions her about the small book she has been carrying . She nonchalantly responds that it is titled
The Way of a Pilg rim, the story of how a Russian wanderer learns the power of praying  without ceasing . The prayer in play is The Jesus Prayer,
the mantra Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on me, internalized to a point where it becomes unconscious, like a heartbeat. So essentially this is
the story of a nice Jewish g irl from the Upper East Side of Manhattan mesmerizing  herself in a Catholic requiem which becomes a Zen koan.
When aAer her disclosure Franny faints, Lane tends to her until she reg ains consciousness, postpones the weekend s events, hails a tax for
her, and leaves Franny, who is still praying  without ceasing . This present selection of my poems harkens back to that initial reading  of Saling er
s story, and to Dante s of the love that moves the sun and other stars, throug h a spring  semester with Paul Rug g iers, a disting uished Jesuit
scholar who taug ht at the University of Oklahoma at the time. Admittedly, my identification with the Judeo-Christian tradition is larg ely
incidental; had I been born somewhere other than Biblically belted Norman Oklahoma, I mig ht well have been inclined toward Buddhism,
Islam, etc. (then ag ain there may well be something  nominative g oing  on, Jones being  a derivation from...
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