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***** Nuclear energy policy issues facing Congress include questions about radioactive waste management, research and development
priorities, power plant safety and regulation, terrorism, and the Price-Anderson Act nuclear liability system. The Bush Administration has
stressed the importance of nuclear power in the nation s energy policy. The Administration s FY2004 budget request includes $35 million for a
Department of Energy (DOE) effort to encourage deployment of new commercial nuclear power plants by 2010, about the same as the FY2003
appropriation. The Administration is also seeking $4 million for the Nuclear Hydrogen Initiative, a new DOE program in which nuclear reactors
would produce hydrogen to fuel motor vehicles. Energy legislation under consideration on the Senate floor (S. 14) would authorize loan
guarantees and other financial assistance for construction of up to 8,400 megawatts of new commercial nuclear generating capacity. Also
included in the bill s nuclear title is a $500 million authorization to construct a demonstration reactor in Idaho to produce hydrogen. Price-
Anderson would be extended permanently by S. 14. The Senate Environment and Public Works Committee approved a bill April 9, 2003 (S. 156)
that would extend Price-Anderson coverage for commercial nuclear plants through August 1, 2012. A provision in an omnibus energy bill .
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