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*****.The conflict in Afg hanistan has shiEed into a fundamentally new phase. For the past 11 years, the United States and our coalition partners
have led the fig ht ag ainst the Taliban, but now Afg han forces are conducting  almost all combat operations. The prog ress made by the
International Security Assistance Force (ISAF)-led surg e over the past three years has put the Government of the Islamic Republic of Afg hanistan
(GIRoA) firmly in control of all of Afg hanistan s major cities and 34 provincial capitals and driven the insurg ency into the countryside. ISAF s
primary focus has larg ely transitioned from directly fig hting  the insurg ency to training , advising  and assisting  the Afg han National Security
Forces (ANSF) in their eHorts to hold and build upon these g ains, enabling  a U.S. force reduction of roug hly 34,000 personnel- half the current
force in Afg hanistan-by February 2014. As ag reed by President Obama and President Karzai at their January 2013 meeting  in Washing ton, D.C.,
and in line with commitments made at the Lisbon and Chicag o NATO summits, Milestone 2013 was announced on June 18, 2013, marking  ISAF
s oHicial transition to its new role. The ANSF has g rown to approximately 96 percent of its authorized end-streng th of 352,000 personnel and is
conducting  almost all operations independently. As a result, ISAF casualties are lower than they have been since 2008. The majority of ISAF
bases has been transferred to the ANSF or closed (althoug h most larg e ISAF bases remain), and construction of most ANSF bases is complete.
Afg hanistan s populated areas are increasing ly secure; the ANSF has successfully maintained security g ains in areas that have transitioned to
Afg han lead responsibility. To contend with the continuing  Taliban threat, particularly in...
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