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Forgotten Books, 2017. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from A Sleeping
Memory It was the London headquarters of a wholesale mantle and jacket maker, whose name loomed large from the hoardings of half the
great towns in Eng land. Behind the plate-glass windows covering the immaculate shapes of many wooden dummies were a goodly
collection of ready-made garments, whose peculiar qualities, bravely set out in thick black let ters, upon long strips of cardboard, might well
have exhausted the whole stock of feminine adjectives. P tweed cape with a hood and a cunningly displayed plaid lining advertised itself as
the Ranelagh Golf Cape, a more gorgeous garment in the background appealed to possible purchasers as the Countess mantle, and gave
modest reassurance as to the quality of its trimming and its Parisian extraction. The customers of the establishment were obviously of
sporting tastes, and addicted to the diversions of the well-to-do. There were yachting jackets and shooting capes, driving cloaks, and - in a
little win dow all to themselves - opera wraps! Everything was marvellously cheap. There were notes of ex clamation following the prices. There
were rows of electric lights to enhance the brilliancy of jet trim mings and steel buttons. Truly the place should have been a feminine Paradise.
Yet of all this magnificence there were but two spectators - two girls huddled together under one umbrella. The younger, large-eyed, anaemic,
untidy, looked and spoke of what she saw with eager and strenuous toleration - a toleration which at times was merged into enthusiasm. Her
companion, who was taller, and who held herself with a distinction which was oddly at variance with her shabby clothes, never attempted to
conceal her contempt for this tinselly array of self-styled Paris...
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