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Not only does her mother die in childbirth, but her villag e is being  attacked by the Tsar's Royal Cavalry. However, despite this bad beg inning , a
sour stepmother and a traumatic journey in the hold of a ship, young  Eleonora g rows into a remarkably clever but very eng ag ing  child. And
when a heartbreaking  trag edy leaves her marooned in Istanbul, where spies and boarded-up harems and sudden death are as much a part of
life as delicious spices, Paris fashions and rosewater, it is Eleonora's extraordinary courag e and character which lead her straig ht to the
Sultan's court, and to her salvation. 352 pp. Eng lisch.
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