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By Stefan Vander Elst

University of Pennsylvania Press, United States, 2017. Hardback. Condition: New. Lang uag e:
Eng lish . Brand New Book. The Knig ht, the Cross, and the Song  offers a new perspective on the
driving  forces of crusading  in the period 1100-1400. Althoug h relig ious devotion has long  been
identified as the primary motivation of those who took the cross, Stefan Vander Elst arg ues that
it was by no means the only focus of the texts written to convince the warriors of Western
Christianity to participate in the holy war. Vander Elst examines how, across three centuries,
historiog raphical works that served as exhortations for the Crusade soug ht specifically to appeal
to aristocratic interests beyond piety. They did so by appropriating  the formal and thematic
characteristics of literary g enres favored by the knig htly class, the chansons de g este and
chivalric romance. By using  the structure, commonplaces, and traditions of chivalric literature,
propag andists associated the Crusade with the decidedly secular matters to which arms-
bearers were drawn. This allowed them to introduce the mutual oblig ation between lord and
vassal, family honor, the thirst for adventure, and even the desire for women as parallel and
complementary motivations for Crusade, making  chivalric and literary concerns an indelible part
of the ideolog y...
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R e vie ws  

The very best publication i at any time study. It really is basic but shocks inside the fi=y percent of the ebook. It is extremely di>icult to leave it before
concluding , once you beg in to read the book.
-- Ma rlin Swift  

This publication is definitely not e>ortless to g et g oing  on looking  at but really exciting  to read throug h. It really is rally intrig uing  throg h looking  at
time period. Its been written in an remarkably straig htforward way which is just soon a=er i finished reading  throug h this book where basically altered
me, chang e the way i think.
-- Erna  La ng o s h      
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