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Stanford University Press, United States, 1995. Hardback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Somatic Fictions focuses on the centrality of
illness-particularly psycho-somatic illness-as an imag inative construct in Victorian culture,
emphasizing  how it shaped the terms throug h which people perceived relationships between
body and mind, self and other, private and public. Vrettos uses nineteenth-century fiction,
diaries, medical treatises, and health advice manuals to examine how Victorians tried to
understand and control their world throug h a process of physiolog ical and patholog ical
definition. Tracing  the concept of illness in the work of a variety of novelists-Charlotte Bronte,
Elizabeth Gaskell, Georg e Eliot, Henry James, Louisa May Alcott, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Georg e
Meredith, Bram Stoker, and H. Rider Hag g ard-she explores the historical assumptions, patterns
of perception, and structures of belief that invested sick and heat with cultural meaning . Illness,
with its power to make one s body seem alien, or to link disparate g roups of people throug h
contag ion, sug g ested to Victorians the potential instability of social and biolog ical identities.
Displacing  chaotic social issues onto matters of physiolog y, they manag ed a variety of social
issues, including  questions of race, imperialism, anthropometry, and health. This book explores
how Victorian narrative...
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R e vie ws  

It is g reat and fantastic. I could possibly comprehended every little thing  using  this published e publication. I found out this pdf from my i and dad
encourag ed this book to discover.
-- De s tini Mulle r    

It in a sing le of the best ebook. I am quite late in start reading  this one, but better then never. I am delig hted to inform you that here is the g reatest
ebook i have g ot read throug h inside my very own daily life and may be he best book for at any time.
-- Eunice  Schulis t   
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