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Physical Science during  the latter halt of this nineteenth century -- has proved no lig ht labour. The problems which he attacked are of such
mag nitude and complexity, that the attempt to explain them and their importance, satisfactorily, without the aid of symbols, is almost
foredoomed to failure. However, the attempt has been made, in the belief that there are many who, thoug h they cannot follow the
mathematical analysis of Maxwell s work, have suHicient g eneral knowledg e of physical ideas and principles to make an account of Maxwell
and of the development of the truths that he discovered, subjects of intellig ent interest. Maxwell s life was written in 1882 by two of those who
were most intimately connected with him, Professor Lewis Campbell and Dr. Garnett. Many of the biog raphical details of the earlier part of this
book are taken from their work. My thanks are due to them and to their publishers, Messrs. Macmillan, for permission to use any of the letters
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