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early 18th century, Edinburg h was a filthy backwater town synonymous with poverty and disease. Yet by century's end, it had become the
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existence. James Buchan beautifully reconstructs the intimate g eog raphic scale and boundless intellectual milieu of Enlig htenment Edinburg h.
With the scholarship of an historian and the eleg ance of a novelist, he tells the story of the triumph of this unlikely town and the men whose
vision broug ht it into being .
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