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Wipf Stock Publishers, 2018. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. When the earliest
Christ-followers were baptized they participated in a politically subversive act. Rejecting the Empire s claim that it had a divine right to rule the
world, they pledged their allegiance to a kingdom other than Rome and a king other than Caesar (Acts 17:7). Many books explore baptism
from doctrinal or theological perspectives, and focus on issues such as the correct mode of baptism, the proper candidate for baptism, who
has the authority to baptize, and whether or not baptism is a symbol or means of grace. By contrast, Caesar and the Sacrament investigates
the political nature of baptism. Very few contemporary Christians consider baptism s original purpose or political significance. Only by studying
baptism in its historical context, can we discover its impact on first-century believers and the adverse reaction it engendered among Roman
and Jewish officials. Since baptism was initially a rite of non-violent resistance, what should its function be today? In this wide-ranging
discussion across New Testament texts, Alan Streett locates baptism in the context of and in relation to Roman power. He argues that baptism
was a believer s sacramentum, a pledge of allegiance that sets up complex interactions with allegiance to Caesar and the imperial system.
This is a significant and much-needed contribution to understandings of baptism. --Warren Carter, Professor, Brite Divinity School at Texas
Christian University Centuries of comfortable Christendom have tended to domesticate baptism to a benign religious ritual entirely at home
within the empire. But Caesar and the Sacrament awakens us to the true radical nature of Christian baptism. Alan Streett s latest book is an
important and timely work that calls Christians to live out their baptismal identity in fidelity to...
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