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Forg otten Books, 2017. Hardback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Frames of
Mind But that is no aAair of mine. My aAair is to g et at the law of chang e in the taste for trag edy. And I think M. F ag uet s three categ ories oug ht
to put us on the rig ht track. You have the comic, the trag ic, and the horrible, all oAering  the Spectacle of suAering  - a pleasant spectacle in the
first two cases unpleasant in the third. My point is that these three categ ories in the process of time all tend - aDer the fashion of the Mad Hatter
and the Dormouse at the tea-party-to move down one place. What was comic tends to become trag ic, and what was trag ic to become
horrible. Here are a few instances at random. Shylock was once a comic part. So was TartuAe. Hamlet s mad scenes were intended to provoke
a laug h from the Elizabethans. Half the matter of Moliere s comedies - the mental ag ony of Harpag on, the bamboozling  of Amolphe, the
betrayal of Georg e Dandin, the jilting  of Alceste - now strikes a chill. It is cruel, to the point of ferocity. These are cases of the comic turned
trag ic. As for the trag ic turned horrible, Marlowe and Webster and the minor Elizabethans will g ive you scores of instances. In any modern
revival of Macbeth we may safely reckon upon not seeing  the slaug hter of young  MacduA in his mother s presence. Here what was only trag ic
for the Elizabethans has become horrible to us. As a counterpart to this, you have the tendency in our modern actors to g ive Shakespearean
trag edy its lig htest possible interpretation. I think I shall be able to show how in Richard, Sir Henry Irving ...
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