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moving at railway speeds, cannot be brought into contact with the hard earth painlessly. The shock absorbers fitted to the under-carriage
cannot absorb unlimited strains. An aeroplane soon becomes loose and soggy in all its joints if its pilot habitually thumps it down on the
ground from twelve inches higher up than is necessary. Bad landings will make themselves felt in terms of s. d. upon balance sheets, and the
responsible pilots will be blacklisted. From the three standpoints of technical efficiency, personal safety, and economy, every pilot must
practise landing until he is supremely deft under all ordinary conditions. This chapter deals with landing from all ordinary points of view,

commencing with the elementary types and proceeding to more advanced and difficult tactics. It is difficult to fix a point in the air at which the
descent So merges into the landing, but for the purpose of analysis the landing may be said to consist of the final glide to earth from a height
of 100 feet. In judging a landing, the pilot may be said to select a mark on the ground. He decides that from an invisible spot in the air, 100 feet
above the selected mark, the natural glide of his machine will bring him to earth at the desired point on the landing ground. Having selected

this point, he descends to it by any of the recognised modes of...
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