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Burden: A Novel IT was midnight - midnight on Waterloo Bridge. A plague was over the city - the concentrated vomit of a million and more
chimneys wrapped all in an Egyptian darkness. The miracle of Moses could not have produced a deeper gloom - ah atmosphere more
impenetrable. It clung to the skin, it even pressed against the eyeballs. It might in truth have been that very outer darkness which we are taught
is reserved for those amongst us who are sinners. Big Ben and his brethren of the steeples struck a muf?ed twelve, seeming to insist upon
their strokes the more as if they knew their dials were hidden from all sight. The very gas lamps entered into rivalry, some looming out mere
splotches of dirty yellow light, while here and there one more modern than its fellows managed successfully to penetrate the gloom. The
bridge leapt across the river from fog-bank to fog bank, like the bridge in Mirza s vision, and if the chill mist lifted a tri?e toward the centre, it
was but a matter of a few feet. And above it all presumably there shone the stars and moon in their Spacious firmament, they and their kindly
in?uence shut out, It might be for ever, by the relentless pall. And in the darkness on the bridge, there crawled and lurked and squatted the
noisome creatures of the night. They could hear the sullen lapping of the unseen river against the piles, as it swept full tide from the sea. To
their ears, sharpened by hunger and misery, the waters were all articulate, inviting them to exchange their stony resting-place for its softer...
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