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His heartiness and pleasure were, indeed, contagious. All the journey home | had been depressed, because, now that my little honeymoon
was over, the thought that in a few days my husband would be saying good-bye came to me with cruel sharpness. But it was impossible to
feel the cheery, hopeful influence of my fathers glad and affectionate welcome and remain dull. Indeed, the mere sight of him, with his jolly,
red, beaming face, kind eyes, and winning smile was as good as a cordial, for he was not only inspiriting himself, but the thought he gave rise
to in me was full of encouragement. | mean that he too had left his wife a score of times oftener than | meant that Richard should leave me;
and yet here he was now, in good health, and not yet sixty-one years old, having outlived that same devoted wife, who had dreaded his
going lest they should never meet more, as | now dreaded Richards. We sat down to supper and talked busily. | had much to tell father. He
only knew London as a sailor knows a port; familiar with the river-side from London Bridge to Blackwall, but of London proper as ignorant as
the cockney my husband met in the hotel. And he took great interest in my account of the places we had visited, and looked indeed as if he
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