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CreateSpace Independent Publishing  Platform. Paperback. Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. 24 pag es. Dimensions: 11.0in. x
8.5in. x 0.1in.The Sultanate of Oman has been a strateg ic ally of the United States for several decades. In 1980, partly in response to the Islamic
Revolution in Iran that overthrew the Shah, Oman became the first Persian Gulf state to sig n a formal ag reement with the United States
allowing  U. S. use of its military facilities, despite sensitivities in Oman about a U. S. military presence there. It hosted U. S. forces during  every
U. S. military operation in and around the Gulf since 1980 and has become a sig nificant buyer of U. S. military equipment, moving  away from its
prior reliance on British military advice and equipment. Oman is a partner in U. S. eBorts to counter the movement of terrorists and pirates in
the Persian Gulf and Arabian Sea, and it has consistently supported U. S. Middle East peacemaking  eBorts by publicly endorsing  peace
ag reements reached and by occasionally hosting  Israeli leadership visits. It was partly in appreciation for this alliance that the United States
entered into a free trade ag reement (FTA) with Oman, which is also intended to help Oman diversify its economy to compensate for its
relatively small reserves of crude oil. Unlike most of the other Persian Gulf monarchies, Oman asserts that confronting  Iran is not the optimal
strateg y to address the potential threat from Iran. Omans leader, Sultan Qaboos bin Said Al Said, has consistently maintained ties to Irans
leaders and discussed larg e energ y sector ventures such as a natural g as pipeline that would link Oman and Iran. Successive U. S.
Administrations have g enerally refrained from criticizing  the Iran-Oman relationship, perhaps in part because Oman has been useful as an
intermediary between the United States...
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