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Poultry Manager, Supt; Experimental Farm for 1891 After the young plant has begun to grow a period of comparative rest is needed, during
which growth above is scarcely perceptible, until the roots are sufficiently extended to gather food for further development; the rapidity with
which this progress is made depends very much on the plumpness and inherent vigour of the seed. Crops are thus often enfeebled at the start
and delayed in ripening by the use of poor seed, or they ripen unevenly and lack that vigour so necessary to a liberal return. As an illustration
we may take the oat crop. How often it has occurred that farmers have held over for seed such oats as were too poor in quality to sell to
advantage, thinking that any sort was good enough for this purpose, and how frequently has the yield been poor and the grain of light
weight. It is not unusual for good farmers who provide good seed of fertile sorts to have crops of this grain of from 50 to 60 bushels per acre,
while the average is about 35 bushels; by the exercise of greater care in this respect the average production may be materially increased, and
every additional bushel per acre would in Ontario alone add to the returns of the farming community nearly $625,000 a year. Or, taking the
improvement in another line, it is well known that some farmers by the selection of good plump seed and thorough preparation of the soil
grow oats from four to eight pounds heavier per bushel than many of...
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