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Today, the basic precepts of criminal investig ation--fing erprints, DNA, blood evidence--are known among  professionals and lay people alike.
But behind each of these familiar concepts is a fascinating  story of the evolution of science and law, spearheaded by innovative thinkers, many
of whom risked their careers for more perfect justice. Dr. Katherine Ramsland, renowned expert in criminolog y, traces that development from
thirteenth-century Chinese studies of decomposition throug h the Renaissance and the era of Newtonian physics to the marvels of the present
day and beyond. Along  the way, she introduces us to forensic pioneers and visionaries who g alvanized the field, raised investig ative
standards, and whose efforts have kept us just steps ahead of increasing ly sophisticated criminals.
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