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momentous words - to which every father and mother, every man and woman in Israel should hearken in sacred awe, constituting, as these
words do, the declaration of the paramount duty incumbent upon them. God had chosen Abraham as His friend, had set His love upon him,
because He knew that His faithful servant would not content himself with being God-fearing and righteous himself, but would regard it as his
most solemn obligation and his choicest privi lege to train his children and the members of his household to be God-fearing and righteous
even as he sought to be, and to keep the wav of the Lord, to do justice and judgment. And, in sooth, itis this line of conduct only which can
prove whether we are in earnest about our religious convictions, whether we are sincere in our faith. For, granted that we are self controlled
and observant ourselves, this cannot as yet be adopted as a certain and trustworthy test of our virtue and piety. Our parents may have been
pious before us, and we would fain not dishonour their memory. Our conformity may be due to the force of habit, or may spring from
reluctance to break with cherished associations. But if we exhort our children to make our way and rule of life their own, if we prove to them
that adherence to our ancestral faith ennobles and elevates, beautifies and brightens our career upon earth, if we diligently teach them the
letter and the spirit of Judaism, and if...
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