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Demand *****.Excerpt from Speech of Hon.: T. A Hendricks We, without the hearing , without the counsel of the men of the South, propose to
make a Government which they shall respect and obey. Are the circumstances favorable to this work? How different from the circumstances that
surrounded our fathers when they made the Government! Peace then, peace now; but peace then aFer a war which had united the people;
peace now aFer a war which has made such divisions among  us, as that you now say eleven States oug ht not to be represented in Cong ress.
Ag ain, sir, the fact that there is such a desire to chang e the Constitution should admonish us that we oug ht not to attempt the work. I
understand that there are seventy propositions to amend the Constitution. In this Hall there have been two or three upon the same subject-
matter, two or three amendments that we shall not pay a debt of the South which the South itself has repudiated, which can never according
to the terms of the debt itself become due. And covering  nearly the entire instrument propositions for amendment are made. I was once, when
quite a young  man, a member of the Leg islature of my State, and nothing  struck me as a g reater curiosity than the fact that upon certain
questions there was a g reat desire to oJer propositions and bills, and especially the estray laws, the road laws, and the school laws. Members
from diJerent parts of the State seemed to make a race of speed which should succeed in first g etting  his proposition before the body. Such a
spectacle we to-day witness in reg ard to the Constitution of...
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