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been Lincoln s favorite poem.) O, why should the spirit of mortal be proud? Like a swift-fleeting meteor, a fast-flying cloud, A flash of the
lightning, a break of the wave, Man passeth from life to his rest in the grave. The leaves of the oak and the willow shall fade, Be scattered
around, and together be laid: As the young and the old, the low and the high, Shall crumble to dust and together shall lie. The infant a mother
attended and loved, The mother that Infants affection who proved. The father that mother and infant who blest - Each, all, are away, to that
dwelling of rest. The maid on whose brow, on whose cheek, in whose eye, Shone beauty and pleasure - her triumphs are by; And alike from
the minds of the living erased Are the memories of mortals who loved her and praised. The head of the King, that the scepter hath borne; The
brow of the priest, that the miter hath worn; The eye of the sage, and the heart of the brave - Are hidden and lost in the depths of the grave.
The peasant whose lot was to sow and to reap; The herdsman, who climbed with his goats up the steep; The beggar, who wandered in
search of his bread - Have faded away like the grass that we tread. So the multitude goes, like the flower or the weed, That withers away to let
others succeed; So the multitude comes, even...
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