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book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1871 Excerpt: . light upon this action of aqueous vapour, of the

extraordinary opacity of this substance to the rays of obscure heat; particularly such rays as are emitted by the earth after being warmed by the
sun. On the other hand, as observed by the same writer, the refrigeration at night is extreme when the air is dry. Hence it is possible, with a

moist atmosphere, to live on the borders of swamps, which in a drier climate would be pestilential. Hence, too, the great diminution of
terrestrial radiation during the rainy season, and the consequently diminished production of malaria, which then occurs in marshy spots, as

well as the increased activity of this cause of disease when the rains have ceased and swamps are drying up. In the dry season, the night air of
marshy places is, to a slight elevation, excessively humid, but the atmosphere above and around is comparatively dry; there is, consequently,

no efficient check to nocturnal radiation, although, near the ground, the condensed moisture is amply sufficient for the rapid abstraction of
heat from animal bodies exposed to it. For the reasons just given, the universal humidity of the rainy season, when both air and soil are

saturated with moisture, is comparatively harmless. But with a drier atmosphere and a drier soil, when a sufficient degree of dampness
remains to intensify the effect of nightly cold, we have the widespread malaria of autumn, which is, in hot climates, by no means confined...
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