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here presented derives its value both from the importance of the era with which it deals and from the relation of its central fig ure to the events
of that era. In the present case there can be no question concerning  the sig nificance of the period. The apt phrase the critical period mig ht well
have been applied to the years 1796-1815 when the Republic was still strug g ling  to find herself, to adjust her relations to European countries,
and to g ain recog nition from them as an independent nation. Nor can there be doubt of the importance of Bayard s relation to all this.
Entering  Cong ress as a member of the dominant party, he continued his service aHer that party s downfall and indeed, partly because of local
conditions and family connections but larg ely because of his own character, rendered his most valuable service aHer the removal of the
Federalists from power. Thoug h few families in our history have contributed so many men to public life as has the Bayard family yet little from
the pens of its members or concerning  them has found its way into print. The history of the Bayards in America carries us back to 1647, when
there came from Holland to New Amsterdam with Peter Stuyvesant, his sister Anna, widow of Samuel Bayard, bring ing  with her three sons and
one daug hter. The James A. Bayard of the present volume was descended from the oldest of these sons, Petrus, who accumulated land in
both New York and Maryland and who was for...
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