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AN AINT REE DYNAST Y: T HE T OPHAMS AND T HEIR GRAND NAT IONAL (PAPERBAC K)      

Tra=ord Publishing , Canada, 2006. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.For over one
hundred years the name Topham was inextricably linked to the Grand National, even thoug h not a sing le runner in it ever carried their colours,
and no member of the family ever rode over Aintree s famous fences. Yet their contribution to Grand National history was equally as important
as all the heroes and heroines, both human and equine, who have thrilled successive g enerations of raceg oers as they have done battle each
spring  to win the world s g reatest steeplechase. For the Tophams were the promoters of the race, responsible for drawing  up the race
conditions, developing  and maintaining  the course itself, and, for much of the period, compiling  the handicap as well. Without them, there
simply would have been no Grand National. Edward William Topham, known as The Wizard was the founder of the dynasty. He was the first
handicapper of the Grand National, and in 1848 he took over the manag ement of Aintree racecourse and became the sole promoter of the
Grand National. So successful was he that the family dynasty he established remained in control of Aintree throug h three g enerations for one
hundred and twenty-five years until his g rand-daug hter-in-law, Mrs. Mirabel Topham, sold the course in 1973. So long  an association of one
family with a premier sporting  event is unusual if not quite unparalleled. Yet althoug h many books have been written about the Grand National,
few of them have made more than a cursory reference to the family who promoted and maintained it - at least until Mirabel Topham beg an to
hit the headlines in the 1950s and 60s. This neg lect is undeserved, for the story of the Tophams is as colourful as any of the horses...
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