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on Armed Services United States Senate One Hundred Eighth Congress Second Session This subcommittee enjoys a broad charter, the result
of oversight responsibihty in areas that are as diverse as they are plentiful. Over the next 5 weeks, the subcommittee will be examining a
number of issues relevant to ensuring the readiness of the Armed Forces and the effective management of the Department of Defense and the
four Services. In addition to today s discussion on military readiness programs, the subcommittee s agenda for this session includes: on
March 23, a hearing on Defense Department financial management policies and practice; on April 1, a hearing on issues related to military
installation and the Departments budget request for military construction; and on April 6, a hearing to examine Defense Department
acquisition policies. We have a great deal of work ahead in this session, and | am looking forward to getting started. Our focus this afternoon
will be to discuss key military readiness programs of the Services. These include programs that support operation and maintenance of ships,
aircraft, tanks, and related systems; train personnel; provide for logistics; and maintain base facilities. | m looking forward to candid
assessment from each of the witnesses on the current status of these programs and their assessment on how these programs are supporting
the overall readiness of the Services today. The President has proposed a$102.6 billion request for the readiness programs of the active and
Reserve components for fiscal year 2005. This is a 5.1 percent real increase over current spending plan for fiscal year...
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