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BROOKINGS INSTITUTION, United States, 1998. Paperback. Condition: New. New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. The extraordinary
swing s in the scope and content of the policy ag enda during  the first Clinton administration revealed a fundamental partisan divide over the
social role of the federal g overnment. This book arg ues that the recent conflicts over social policy represent key elements in strateg ies that
parties desig ned in an attempt to consolidate their hold over the federal g overnment. Long  frustrated by divided g overnment, each party
exceeded its electoral mandate in hopes of enacting  major policy reforms aimed to shi? politics in their direction for the foreseeable future.
The book traces the overreaching  and limited leg islative success that characterized the first Clinton administration s approach to three
distinctive features of politics and policymaking : the polarization of political elites; the predominance of advertising  campaig ns and intense
interest g roup politics as political parties have ceased to mobilize ordinary people; and the unprecedented role that budg etary concerns now
play in social policymaking . Althoug h neither party manag ed to enact its major transforming  ag enda, Cong ress did pass new policies--most
notably welfare reform--that tog ether with a host of other chang es in the states and the private sector altered the landscape for social policy.
The poor have been the big g est losers as Democrats and Republicans have foug ht to win the middle class over to their vision of the future.
The authors first analyze the institutions and tools of policymaking , including  Cong ress, the political use of public opinion polling , and the
politics of the deficit. They then consider policies desig ned to win over the middle class, including  health care policy, employer-provided
social benefits, wag es and jobs, and crime policy. Last, they address policies targ eted at the disadvantag ed, including  welfare, aBirmative
action, and urban policy. In addition to the editor, the contributors include John...
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