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***¥** *Includes pictures *Includes Biblical and other accounts of the Magi *Includes a bibliography for further reading In almost every nativity
scene today are shown three kings presenting gifts to the newborn baby Jesus, and though everyone is familiar with the Three Wise Men, they
are also some of the most mysterious characters from the Bible. According to Scripture, they journeyed from an unnamed land to Bethlehem,
bearing gifts for Jesus Christ, and then disappeared. They were the first Christian pilgrims, they later became the patron saints of travelers, and
their image is on millions of Christmas cards. Nevertheless, over 2,000 years later, little is known of where they came from and where they
went, and most of what people think they know about the Magi does not actually come from the Bible but from assorted myths that have
emerged over the millennia. The Bible does not, in fact, say that the three men were kings - this was a detail added later. Most startling of all is

that the Bible does not even say that there were three men. Moreover, it seems unlikely that the Magi were actually present on the night that
Jesus was born. According to the Book of Luke, Joseph and Mary brought Jesus to the Temple in Jerusalem 40 days after Jesus was born,
which means they had remained in Bethlehem for some time after his birth: And when the days for their purification according to the law of
Moses were completed, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord. In fact, in the course of describing the visit of the Magi,
the Bible clearly notes there had been time enough for Joseph...
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