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Demand *****.Excerpt from The Assay of Tin and Antimony Having regard to the high price of the metal, it is a most remarkable fact that the
methods usually described in text books, taught in school and classes, and in common use, for the separation and analytical determination
of tin, are as a rule both unpractical and unreliable. In commercial work it is, in general, of far greater importance to employ methods which
can be relied upon to yield results accurate to within a quarter or a half per cent, in every case, and in a few hours at most, or in which the
possibilities of error are definitely limited to a known minimum, rather than to spend three or four days in finicking with methods which are,
properly speaking, only suitable for atomic weight determinations or other academic research, in order to obtain results which may possibly
be exact to two or three decimal places and possibly inexact to the extent of 10 per cent. Gravimetric methods possess the single advantage
over volumetric that one can weigh with greater precision than one can measure; the difference is absolutely immaterial in most cases, as far
as buying and selling are concerned, and in every other respect volumetric methods are far more reliable and are much more rapid than
gravimetric, involving fewer and less complicated separations; speaking generally, and having regard to differences in the kind of error
involved in gravimetric as against volumetric assays, it is not going too far to say that in commercial work gravimetric assays should be
avoided as far as possible - they leave too much to chance unless used with great discrimination. In an...
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