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Taylor Francis Ltd, United King dom, 2010. Hardback. Condition: New. New.. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Psycholog y of relig ion is
essentially as old as psycholog y itself, with over a hundred years of history and claiming  some of psycholog y s most notable characters as
contributors, including  William James, Sig mund Freud, Gordon Allport, and Jean Piag et. In recent years, this subfield of psycholog y has risen
in prominence. Sectarian violence, secularization, the culture wars , and increase in cross-cultural and cross-relig ious contact throug h
mig ration, urbanization, and g lobalization have all contributed to heig htened interest in questions such as: where do relig ious beliefs come
from? Why do they seem to motivate behaviour so powerfully? Is relig ious belief and practice g ood or bad for us? Does relig ious belief assist
or hinder morality? Increasing ly discussed by journalists and science-popularisers such as Richard Dawkins, Daniel Dennett, A.C. Grayling , Sam
Harris, Christopher Hitchens, and Lewis Wolpert, these sorts of questions are psycholog ical questions with psycholog ical answers emerg ing
throug h the work of psycholog ists of relig ion. Social and cultural factors have provided some motivation for renewed interest in psycholog y of
relig ion, and additional impetus has been provided by new advances in psycholog ical subfields, particularly cog nitive, developmental, and
evolutionary psycholog y. These three areas, previously only marg inal contributors to psycholog y of relig ion, have beg un making  more
substantial contributions concerning  how and why human minds come to represent certain relig ious ideas and beliefs. Not surprising ly,
psycholog y of relig ion is becoming  a more prominent focus of psycholog ical research and teaching . This collection presents the most up-to-
date and comprehensive presentation of the psycholog y of relig ion available. The first volume focuses on psycholog ical explanations of
relig ion (that is, relig ion as something  to be explained), the second concerning  relig ious psycholog y, the third representing  the impact of
relig ion on thoug ht, feeling s, and behaviour, and the final volume considering  implications...
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