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to vital processes, have been experimentally studied by molecular biolog ists for five decades since the discovery of the structure of DNA by
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reviewed in R. Lavery s chapter. The next contribution, by V. Fritsch and E. Westhof, concentrates on the folding  properties of RNA molecules.
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detailed description of the various micro-manipulation techniques, and reviews recent experiments on the interactions between DNA and
proteins (helicases, topoisomerases, .). The theoretical modeling ...
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