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*****. Colleg e football hotbeds are scattered across the country, from Alabama, Oklahoma, Notre Dame and Michig an. When you think of the
g reatest colleg e football prog rams in the modern era, those schools come immediately to mind. But none of them did what North Dakota
State did from 2011-15 and that is to win five straig ht national championships, in NDSU s case at the Division I Football Championship
Subdivision level (formerly known as Division I-AA). In fact, nobody at any level of colleg e football has ever won five straig ht. The Bison did it
with a unique toug hness, including  farm kids from the Midwest who were used to working  18-hour days before taking  one step on the Farg o,
N.D., campus. They did it with a work ethic and an unusual devotion and love to their hard-driving  streng th and conditioning  coach. It didn t
come without some hard knocks. The Bison went 3-8 in 2009, one year aGer becoming  fully elig ible for Division I athletics aGer making  the
transition from Division II. They lost their head coach during  the 2013 title run, a chang e that was met with resistance and tension within the
coaching  staH that filtered down to the players. From 2011-15, Alabama won 62 g ames, Florida State 58, Oreg on 57 and Clemson and Ohio
State 56 each. North Dakota State, with its collection of lig htly-reg arded players primarily from the states of North Dakota, Minnesota and
Wisconsin, won 71. Since moving  to Division I, NDSU went 8-3 ag ainst big g er FBS schools with wins ag ainst the likes of Minnesota (twice),
Kansas State, Iowa State and Colorado State. They had some stars, like in 2011 when a quarterback from Bismarck Century with a few
scholarship offers decided...
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