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all levels had come to expect that in any future war, they would conduct op-erations with fire that equaled or even surpassed the lavish
support they had 8 recently enjoyed in northwest Europe. It was clear almost from the begi n-ning, however, that this was not going to happen
in Korea because there was a shortage not only of artillery units but also of the basic hardware of the cannoneers craft - guns and munitions.
Until the front settled down into a war of attrition in the fall of 1951 ( which facilitated the surveying of refe r-ence points and positioning of an
elaborate grid of batteries, fire direction 9 centers, and fire support coordination centers ), massed fires were 10 achieved by shooting at
unprecedented speed. This tactic, in turn, exposed the fact that the huge surplus of World War Il munitions was actually defi-cient in some
calibers, and strict ammunition rationing became the norm until 11 production caught up with demand in the last days of the fighting. When
the North Korean Peoples Army swarmed south across the 38th Parallel on 25 June 1950, Americas arsenal of artillery was little different than it
had been when Germany invaded Poland and was identical to our in-12 ventory at the end of World War Il. While it was identical in terms of
hardware and doctrine like the rest of the postwar Army, the number of combat-ready field artillery battalions had shrunk radically in both
number and even tubes per unit. After the war, a variety of reorganizational schemes had been proposed for the field artillery, but they all
agreed on certain basics: the need to improve mobility, fire direction,...
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