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Sea of Silk: A Textile Geography of Women s Work
in Medieval French Literature (Hardback)

By E. Jane Burns

University of Pennsylvania Press, United States, 2009. Hardback. Condition: New. Language:
English . Brand New Book. The story of silk is an old and familiar one, a tale involving mercantile
travel and commercial exchange along the broad land mass that connects ancient China to the
west and extending eventually to sites on the eastern Mediterranean and along sea routes to
India. But if we shift our focus from economic histories that chart the exchange ofsilk along
Asian and Mediterranean trade routes to medieval literary depictions of silk, a strikingly different
picture comes into view. In Old French literary texts from the twelfth and thirteenth centuries,
emphasis falls on production rather than trade and on female protagonists who make,
decorate, and handle silk. Sea of Silk maps a textile geography of silk work done by these
fictional women. Situated in northern France and across the medieval Mediterranean, from
Saint-Denis to Constantinople, from North Africa to Muslim Spain, and even from the fantasy
realm of Arthurian romance to the historical silkworks of the Norman kings in Palermo, these
medieval heroines provide important glimpses of distant economic and cultural geographies.
E. Jane Burns argues, in brief, that literary portraits of medieval heroines...
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A top quality pdf and also the font applied was fascinating to read. It can be full of knowledge and wisdom | am effortlessly could possibly get a

delight ofstudying a created ebook.
-- Oceane Stanton DVM

The best publication i actually study. We have study and that i am certain that i will likely to study once more again later on. Your daily life span will
likely be transform the instant you total reading this book.

-- Mrs. Alene Leffler DVM
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