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***** |t s conventional to believe that there is a seed planted in all humankind prompting the seeking out of a deity. Therefore, although
religion may not be in the forefront of people s lives, it is certainly somewhere in the background or around the corner in everyone s life, and
for this reason these pages have relevance. But to better understand the contemporary church and the Christian faith that it represents, it is
necessary to first look at the past, study the biblical and extra-biblical evidence, and be willing to venture out beyond the comfort zone of
accumulated church orthodoxy to critically examine this faith. The church has been revered through the centuries and embodies the grandest
hopes that our hearts cling to. The church s effigy is prestigious with bell towers chiming the reverence and organs resounding the sanctity. So
ageless, immutable, and perpetually the church perseveres; an edifice on high ground ensconced and securely sheltered behind its doctrines,
creeds, and saints; settled snuggly behind the stained glass on its pious pedestal, an awe-inspiring passing image revered by most through a
lifetime of reverent glances. Perish the thought however that the church would function only as a church family social organization, or that the
extent of any church worship service would consist only of such things as an ego-boosting vehicle of fashion or for uplifting spirits, prepared
musical and impressive individual prayer performances, or a stage from which to strut a pulpit perfformance or other prepared production. The
church pedestal however, on which rests the Christian faith s higher ideals, esteem, and respect, seems to have been markedly lowered from
what it once was. We seem to...
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