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mill measurement. The climate of Reese River is delightful, Austin lying three hundred and ninety miles west from Salt Lake City, and about
one hundred miles farther south than the city of New York. Snow is rarely seen in the valleys, and the month of April generally finds but little on
the mountain tops. Mining operations are carried on at all seasons alike. Rich agricultural lands are found in the valleys, once thought to be
worthless, but now producing vegetables of all kinds in great abundance. Last year one thousand acres in one valley sown to barley,
produced from 30 to 50 bushels peracre. As a general thing wood and water are scarce, the usual feature of a rich mineral section. About seven
miles from the mill are found inexhaustable supplies of salt, which is so necessary in the reduction of silver ores, and from which the mills of
Reese River are supplied. From ten to twenty per cent of salt is added to the pulverized ore before roasting, having the effect of developing
through the heat, a chlorine gas, which has a strong affinity for silver, and forms after desulphurization, a chloride of silver. The base metals
are thereby mostly volatilized, or driven off in a vapor, thus becoming separated from the silver, which is then readily amalgamated in the
pans by the use of...
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