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Print on Demand *****, Excerpt from The Treatment of Nature in German Literature From Gunther
to the Appearance of Goethes Werther: A Dissertation To understand more fully the change of
attitude toward nature which came to pass in the eighteenth century, endeavor should be
made to find out the chief characteristics that marked the treatment of nature in the poetry of
the seventeenth century. For this purpose it is perhaps best to examine in detail the works of
some representative poet and draw illustrations from others indicative of the same spirit. Martin
Opitz (1597 - 1639) is, no doubt, the central figure of the period under discussion. His own as well
as succeeding generations looked upon him as their fountain-head; hence his view of nature is
prob ably typical of the seventeenth century. It may be noted at once that he refers not
infrequently to idyllic life - he was, as is well known, in?uenced particularly by Horace - and that a
strikingly large number of his similes and apostrophes appertain to the life in nature. Pure
descriptions, on the other hand, are of rare occurrence. About...
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