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Millinery Trade, in Boston and Philadelphia: A Study of Women in Industry As the increasing  use of machinery in production g radually made
possible the substitution of the unskilled labor of women for the more skilled labor of men, emphasis was chang ed from the usefulness of
manufactures in aFording  employment for otherwise idle persons to the supposed competition of women with men and to the evil eFects of
such rivalry upon the wag es, hours and g eneral conditions of men s labor. This point of view characterized much of the trade-union arg uments
in the United States during  the thirties and forties. The report of the com mittee on female labor of the National Trades Union conven tion of
1836 contains the following  These evils themselves (of the eFect of female labor on the health and morals of the workers) are g reat, and call
loudly for a speedy cure; but still another objection to the system arises, which, if possible, is productive of the other evils, namely, the ruinous
competition broug ht in active opposition to male labor, actually producing  a reversion of the very g ood intended to do the g uardian or
parent, causing  the destruction of the end which it aims to benefit; because, when the employer finds, as he surely will, that female assistance
will compress his ends, of course the work man is discharg ed, or reduced to a corresponding  rate of wag es with the female operative. 1 Thus
the question of women s labor was treated as subsidiary to the g reater and more impor tant one of men s labor. About the Publisher
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