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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1901. Excerpt: . . . HISTORICAL ADDRESS. By Rev. Calvin Stebbins. It is my
pleasant duty this morning to salute you all; to congratulate the people of the First Parish in Framingham on this Bi-centennial Anniversary,
and to bid our guests a most cordial welcome. Our welcome is most cordial because we feel that a part of these rejoicings belong to you, as
you are sharers with us in the early portion of these two centuries of Christian history. Two hundred years ago last Tuesday, the 8th of October,
our fathers gathered in the meeting-house on the hill, in the old burial ground, to ordain a minister and organize a church. Two hundred years
is a long time. It means, as we reckon it, that six generations have come and gone, and that the seventh is now occupying their places. But the
distance between them and us, in time, is as nothing compared to the distance wrought by the gradually unfolding of the Divine plan and
purpose in the creation of man. No record of that interesting event has come down to us, but we know that the ordination of a minister was a
great eventin those days. The people came from all the countryside, along bridle paths and Indian trails, on foot and on horseback. But think
fora moment, and realize, if you can, what the event must have been to those brave and honest men and women, who really believed in God
with all the...
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