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Taylor Francis Ltd, United Kingdom, 2016. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. What is play? Why do we play?
What can play teach us about our life as social beings? In this critical investigation into the significance of play, Henning Eichberg argues that
through play we can ask questions about the world, others and ourselves. Playing a game and asking a question are two forms of human
practice that are fundamentally connected. This book presents a practice-based philosophical approach to understanding play that begins
with empirical study, drawing on historical, sociological and anthropological investigations of play in the real world, from contemporary
Danish soccer to war games and folk dances. Its ten chapters explore topics such as: * play as a practice of search * playing, learning and
progress * the light and dark sides of play * playing games, sport and display * folk sports, popular games, and social identity * play under the
conditions of alienation. From these explorations emerge a phenomenological approach to understanding play and its value in interrogating
ourselves and our social worlds. This book offers a challenging contribution to the interdisciplinary field of the philosophy of play. It will be
fascinating reading for any student or researcher interested in social and cultural anthropology, phenomenology, and critical sociology as
well as the ethics and philosophy of sport, leisure studies, and the sociology of sport. .
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