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WW Norton Co, United States, 2014. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 211 x 145 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. In the most
audacious literary debut to come out of the Steel City since The Mysteries of Pittsburg h, we meet Peter Morrison, twenty-nine and comfortably
adriG in a state of not-quite-adulthood, less concerned about the g eneral direction of his life than with his suspicion that all his closest
relationships are the products of inertia. He and his g irlfriend float along  in the same g eneral direction, while his parents are acting  funny,
thoug h his rich, hypochondriac g randmother is still g ood for admission to the better parties. He spends his days clocking  into Global
Solutions (a firm whose purpose remains unnerving ly ambig uous) and his weekends listening  to the half-imag ined rants of his childhood best
friend, Johnny. An addict and conspiracy theorist, Johnny believes Pittsburg h is a nexus of intense mag ical converg ence and is playing  host to
a cabal of dubious politicians, evil corporate schemes, ancient occult rites, and otherwise inexplicable phenomena, such as the fact that
people really do keep seeing  UFOs hovering  over the city. Ag ainst this strang e backg round, Peter meets Mark and Helen, a slig htly older
couple, new to town, whose wealth and g lamour never fully conceal the sug g estion of something  sinister, and with whom he becomes quickly
infatuated. Mark is a corporate lawyer in the process of neg otiating  a buyout of Global Solutions, and initiates Peter into the real, mundane
(maybe) conspiracies of corporations and careers, while Helen-a beautiful and once prominent artist-is both the echo and the promise of the
sort of woman Peter always imag ined, or was always told he oug ht to find for himself. As Peter climbs the corporate ladder, Johnny is pulled
into the orbit of a mysterious local author, Winston Pring le, whose lunatic book...
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