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***** From the PREFACE. The Author of this work is sanguine that it will meet with a favourable reception, not only by the Sailmaker, but also by
those who use sails, as no book has hitherto been published, to his knowledge, which deals with the subject of Sailmaking in a really scientific
manner. He is convinced that no manufacture can be successfully carried on without fixed principles or methods to guide the workman. That
art and science are required in Sailmaking is evident from the fact that a sail, after it has been in use for a time, should compare favourably in
every detail with the plan and specification given to the maker, and have all the qualities of a flat and lifting sail. The Author uses the word
lifting advisedly, as it is a most important and, indeed, essential feature in a fore and aft sail that it be a help in lifting the vessel out of the
trough of the sea, and keep her free and lively upon the surface. He does not hesitate to add that, in his belief, many vessels, more especially
fishing smacks, are lost, and numbers of lives sacrificed annually, in consequence of baggy sails, which during a gale hold the wind and press
the vessels down, there being no freedom for the wind s exit out of the after-leech. If the publication of this treatise should only be the means
of reducing this loss of life and property, the Author will consider himself amply repaid for the time and labour expended upon it. He has given
years of careful observation and study to the work of sailmaking, and has been in the...
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