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From an early review by Richard Burton in The Dial : . the work is beyond all compare the most exhaustive and important. in its field . When this
monument of scholarly investigation appeared, in 1874, it was at once recognized as authoritative, and has held the position ever since. Dr.
Ward?s survey of the native drama.stands alone among scholarly achievements by Englishmen. The prime merit of the work, aside from
thoroughness, good judgmentin ample illustration, and the deduction of sound principles therefrom, lies in this giving of due attention to the
history of the stage, while at the same time keeping the student to a realization of the drama?s literary splendors . drama in its technique...
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