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Zephaniah, Haggai Zechariah, and Malac There are two sides to the character of God - two sides which yet are perfectly consistent and
harmonious. At times He shows Himself most gentle and compassionate, ready to pardon wrong-doing, willing to admit the wrong-doer to
His own fellowship and favour. At other times He is stern in Hid justice, inflicting punishment upon evil, visiting the crimes of men with the
tribulation and anguish which are their due. There is no contradiction, as | have said, between these perfections of God. He is stable,
consistent, immutable, although now He speaks in the thunder and the mighty rushing wind, and now in the still, small voice. For, first of all,
He cannot but act differently toward different classes of men - different moods and conditions of soul. To the penitent heart that weeps bitterly
over its sin, to the faithful servant who keeps well his Master s trust, He must of necessity reveal His mercy and love; it is not in His nature to
shut such as these out from His favour. But to souls that are proud and wilful and wedded to their iniquity, what can God be but just and severe
and terrible, a consuming fire, a hammer to break the flinty rock in pieces? He would forfeit His uprightness were He to deal leniently with these.
And then, also, so far from mercy and judgment being irreconcilable the one with the other,...
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