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University of South Carolina Press, United States, 2015. Hardback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. On a placid Blue
Ridg e mountain lake on Labor Day Weekend in 1935, three locals sig htseeing  in an overloaded boat drown, and the cotton mill scion who
owns the lake is indicted for their murders. Decades later Ben Crocker - witness to and reluctant participant in the aEermath of this long -
forg otten trag edy - is drawn once more into the morally ambig uous world of mill fortunes and foothills justice.The son of mill workers in
Carlton, South Carolina, Crocker is caug ht between competing  loyalties to his family and future. Crocker wanted more than a roug h-hewn life
on a factory floor, so he studied accounting  at the local textile institute and was hired as bookkeeper to the owner, Georg e McCane, a man as
burdened by his familial ties as Crocker and even less prepared for the authority of his mantel.McCane s decision to renovate the Carlton Mill
and lay oH families connected to the Uprising  of 34, one of the larg est labor strikes in U.S. history, puts Crocker in the ill-fitting  position as his
boss s enforcer. Days aEer the evictions, the surprise indictment lands McCane in a North Carolina mountain jail and sinks Crocker even deeper
into the escalating  tensions between mill workers and the owners.While traversing  mountain communities in McCane s defense, Crocker must
also manag e the forced renovation of the Carlton Mill, neg otiate with labor org anizers led by local hero Olin Campbell, collaborate with
McCane s besotted brother, Ang us, and fend oH his father s and wife s skepticism of his own social aspirations. Hang ing  distracting ly over
Crocker s upended life is his burg eoning  infatuation with Novie Moreland - the young  widow of one of those McCane is accused of killing .
Thoug h unrequited,...
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