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couple who both leJ service to try for an independent life running  a boarding  house. At the start of the novel, their entrepreneurial g amble
seems to have failed. The middle-ag ed couple have pawned all they could and tig htened their belts, but starvation is staring  them in the face.
The appearance of a young  g entleman who wishes to be their lodg er seems to be a g odsend.
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