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**x* Mr. Cowl has attempted in this compact volume three things: to exhibit in selected documents the historical development of the general
theory of poetry from the middle of the sixteenth century to the close of the nineteenth century ; to determine from authoritative sources the
theoretical principles of the several schools of poetry and criticism ; and to present the arguments that have been advanced for or against
controverted principles or doctrines. The collection has been made with industry and) learning, and we have no doubt of its utility. But it must
be pointed out that the rather ambitious programme above laid down cannot be adequately carried outin a book confined to the opinions of
English critics. The historical development of the theory of poetry cannot be exhibited in English documents for the reason that important
steps in it were taken on the continent, and owed their character to intellectual conditions there alone prevailing. Thus French classicism from
the Pleiade to Boileau may be called a development without grave qualification, if we will; but English classicism from Sidney to Pope is rather
a succession of detached or slightly connected tidal waves. Original criticism there has been in England in abundance; but in school criticism,
that which sets forth the theoretical principles of this or the other branch of criticism, we have never been so rich as in those heretical
adaptations of traditional theory to individual bent, which please our insular genius. Mr. Cowl s collection is mainly occupied with the conflict
between the Neo-Classical and Romantic theories of poetry, which in a variety of phases and modifications runs through his three centuries.
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