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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from Personal
Adventures and Anecdotes of an Old Officer A few years after, | fell and damaged my skull while looking at fireworks from the top of the garden
wall. | fell off the rocks at Prestonpans, and damaged my left leg so badly that | was months in bed. Then it was discovered that, from lying so
long on one side, my spine was twisted, and | remember Dr. James Simpson and another doctor putting their cold fingers all down my back. |
had to be cased in steel for two years, and was taken to Carron Vale, where | ran wild and -did no lessons, and after this | returned to the High
School in Edinburgh, where | had a bad fall at football and had a stone knocked right into my knee-cap, which kept me in bed for six weeks.
Then, when on a visit to my cousin at Callander, | took a fancy to see what was in a magpie s nest on the top of a larch-tree. | set up the stable-
ladder and from that took to the branches. When just under the nest, the branch | was standing on broke short off, and down | fell to the
ground, fortunately missing the ladder. | hit my head against the tree and lay quiet for some time, feeling none the worse, and just put back
the ladder and said nothing about it. The history of my face alone would fill a chapter. When quite a small boy | got the present of a toy
cannon. All boys had them in those days, and fired them all day long on the Queen s birthday. This custom has long...
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