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GRIN Verlag . Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 36 pag es. Dimensions: 8.3in. x 5.5in. x
0.5in.Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject Eng lish Lang uag e and Literature Studies -
Literature, g rade: 2, University of Colog ne (Eng lisches Seminar), course: Proseminar B: London
Past and Present: Literary and Cultural Heritag e of a Metropolis, 16 entries in the bibliog raphy,
lang uag e: Eng lish, abstract: There are some famous writers at the end of the 19th century who
are often mentioned as decadent. They have asserted the superiority of beauty and pleasure
over all other considerations. Oscar Wildes novel The Picture of Dorian Gray presents the
aestheticism and the hedonist way of living . The novel anticipates developments and structures
of society of that time. The importance of Dorians experiences refutes the decadent theories
which are described in the Yellow Book that enthralls the protag onist. The novel as a whole can
be seen as a psycholog ical study which analyzes the g radual debasement of Dorians nature. At
the end of the story he is responsible for every vice and crime including  murder. The author
shows that on the one hand pleasure and beauty are the hig hest g oods, on the other hand he
arg ues that they also bring  death...
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