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Print on Demand *****. Possibly someone may desire at some time and for some reason to know something  of the author of this book, and
therefore he submits the following  short statement: LINEAGE AND NATIVITY.--His g reat-g randmother was born on the west coast of Africa and
was broug ht a slave to Virg inia, where his g randmother was born. Ere his g randmother had reached her maturity of womanhood, she was
sold into Georg ia, where his mother was born. While his mother was still a child, she and her mother were carried to Mobile county, Ala., by a
Mr. Nathan Howard. In this county, on a lonely looking  sand hill amid pine forests, on June 13, 1845, the writer made his advent into this world.
(In this year, 1845, the Baptists of America divided.) EARLY RECOLLECTIONS.--Stored away in my earliest memories I find: (1) The song s and
family prayers of my step-g randfather, a pure African, who had not only learned to read his Bible and hymn book, but had also learned the
rudiments of vocal music, suGiciently well to teach the art of sing ing . (2) The tender and constant attention of an old white lady (the only white
person on the place), who took my hand as she went out to look aHer the nests of the domestic fowls and to g ather a dish of ripe fruit. (3) A
Baptist church in the forest, where white and colored people sat tog ether to commune and to wash each other s feet. (4) The saintly face and
pure life of my g randmother, to whom white and black went for prayer and for comfort in the times of their sorrows. (5) A tin-plate containing
the alphabet, from which at the...
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