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estimated 1.5 to 2 billion people do not have access to electricity, including  100 million in the Latin America reg ion. Depending  on the country,
30 to 90 percent of this unelectrified Latin American population lives in rural areas where g eog raphic remoteness and low energ y consumption
patterns may preclude the extension of the conventional electricity g rid. Women are heavily impacted by the energ y scarcity g iven their role as
primary energ y procurers and users for the household, ag ricultural and small industrial subsectors in developing  countries. As a result, women
spend disproportionately more time eng ag ed in energ y-related activities like carrying  water and searching  for cooking  fuel. This paper
describes the use of decentralized renewable energ y systems as one approach to meet the energ y needs of rural areas in Latin America. It
outlines the advantag es of a decentralized energ y paradig m to achieve international development g oals, especially as they relate to women.
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