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Inner Traditions Bear and Company, United States, 2008. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Decodes the Dead
Sea Scrolls to reveal Christianity s hidden Essene orig ins - Reveals the Essenes as key fig ures behind Jesus s trial, torture, and crucifixion -
Shows how Jesus, a former Essene himself, was deemed the Wicked Priest for his liberationist politics and humanist bent - Examines the lost
Christian doctrine of reincarnation and the secret role of Gabriel in the Virg in Birth The Dead Sea Scrolls, discovered in 1947 at Qumran, are
g enerally believed to have been written by a Jewish sect known as the Essenes between 350 BCE and 70 CE--but until now no convincing
methodolog y has linked the Scrolls to the actual life and teaching s of Jesus. Marvin Vining  builds from the controversial work of Barbara
Thiering  to demonstrate that the Scrolls do speak directly to the orig ins of Christianity and even reflect a mirror imag e of the Gospels from the
perspective of Jesus s enemies. Christianity arose out of a schism between the exclusivist, rig id, and militant views of the Essenes and the
inclusivist, tolerant, and nonviolent views of Jesus. Jesus was raised an Essene, but he refused to follow their orthodoxy. Vining  shows that the
Dead Sea Scrolls are written in a secret coded lang uag e called pesher in which Jesus emerg es as the Wicked Priest, the antag onist to the
Teacher of Rig hteousness who was the leader of the Essenes. Jesus the Wicked Priest revitalizes the Gospel messag e by revealing  Jesus s true
role as a tireless social reformer and revolutionary teacher. Vining  s study reopens Christian doctrinal questions supposedly long  settled, such
as reincarnation and the Virg in birth--even demonstrating  that these two issues are related. He discloses that the ang el Gabriel was incarnate
in a living  human...
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